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What We Do When We Minister: The Apostle Paul as a Case Study
“For we are not like many, corrupting the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God.” (2 Cor. 2:17)
1. Texts giving Paul’s self-understanding of his work as a minister of Christ. 2 Cor. 2:14-3:18, 10:1-13.
2. A parable from Jesus: the farmer and the seed. Mark 4:26-29

3. As ministers of Christ we do what he did in the manner he did it.


He made the kingdom of God present to people. (Matt. 4:23, 9:35, Luke 4:43)



By proclamation/announcement



By manifestation/release of power



By teaching/eliciting insight

4. What is the kingdom of God (or of “the heavens”)?  It is God in action.  It is what God is doing, by action and by arrangements.

5. The “good news” that Jesus brought was that living now in the kingdom of God is an option for everyone who will place their confidence in him, the King.  Entering the Kingdom now through “the birth from above” is the work of the Trinity for those who rely on Jesus. “Whosoever will may come.”
6. In ministry, we change people by speaking to them with God from our life in the kingdom of God with Jesus.  As we thus speak they come to know the reality of the kingdom and are led forth in progressive experience of it and conformation to it.  Paul again: Romans 12.  The Father gladly gives the kingdom. (Luke 12:32)

Being and Making Disciples
“If you reside in my word, you really are my disciples.” (John 8:31)

1. Christ’s directions to his ministers is to make disciples, surround them in Trinitarian reality, and teach them to do everything he said. (Matt. 28:18-20) If we do this our ministries will flourish, because he has “authority over everything” and will be “with us always.”

2. The current assumption in our religious culture is that you can be a “Christian” without being a disciple, and that it is perfectly okay if you are “only” a Christian: a “consumer” of Christian goods and services.  That is where most of our members are.

3. Disciples of Jesus are those who, on an ongoing basis, are learning from him to live their life in the Kingdom of God as he would lead their life if he were they.  Of course this would be in a community of disciples.

4. We are to make disciples. Of course we must be disciples to do that, but how would you go about bringing someone to the point where they actually are disciples of Jesus in the above sense?

Try: Help them to see that life in the Kingdom of God now is available to them, 
and that being an apprentice of Jesus in kingdom living is their greatest 
opportunity. Set an example.
5. “Gospels” now usually heard, which do not lead people into discipleship.


Forgiveness? Liberation? Church membership?

6. Where are we to make disciples? “Overseas?”  Evangelizing the lost?  Yes.


But the primary field for making disciples today, for most of us, is the American 


or “Western” churches.

7. Some steps toward making disciples in our churches. The message and the method.

Pastors as Teachers of the Nations
“It is too small a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make you a light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isa. 49:6)

1. Imagine if you can what the world would be like if substantial numbers of people throughout it easily and routinely did the things Jesus Christ said to do. Imagine for a moment that the people who are identified as Christ’s actually taught people in such a way that they did what Jesus said.  Imagine that you are teaching the nations.
2. Think of some of the things he said to do.  (Matt. 5:21-48, Luke 6:20-49)

3. What he says to do are not laws, but expressions of a divine life within.


“Beyond the goodness of scribes and Pharisees.” Matt. 5:20



How to get there.

4. Getting over the conditions of anger, contempt, and cultivated lusting. (Matt. 5:21-32)


Some details of the pedagogy.  

5. The structure of personal change:

Vision, Intention, and Means—


Applied to anger and contempt.


Applied to pornography.

6.  The centrality of spiritual disciplines to the process of spiritual change: solitude, silence, fasting, study, worship.

7. Centering the church program on teaching disciples to do all that Jesus said.  How could we even think of anything else?  Announce that you do this.
